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Kathe Kollwitz

(1867-1945)

Kathe Kollwitz (1867-1945) was a German printmaker and sculptor. Kaethe Schmidt (original
name), was born in Konigsberg, Germany. Kathe Kollwitz is one of the most influential German
artists in the 20th century. In 1928, Kollwitz was elected as the director of Printmaking
Department of Hochschule der Kunste Berlin, and was awarded the title of professor, becoming
the first female professor of art education in Germany. The style of her works combines simple
realism with the unrestrained expressionism, which fully shows her deep concern for the
relationship between human and society and among mankind, also infiltrated with strong

humanistic feelings.

It was the season of darkness, we were all going direct through it, drawing its outline and making
it.

—— Kathe Kollwitz

With deep and loving mother’s love, they mourned, protested, angered and struggled for all the
insulted and injured. Themes mostly laid down suffering, hunger, exile, disease and death, as well

as cries, struggles, unity and rising.

— Lu Xun

Kollwitzi depicted mother’s love and loves in life in a flash, which is indeed vivid and penetrating.

—— Wu Weishan

Kollwitz, who has a good reputation in Chinese Art circle, is a well-known German expressionist
and sculptor. He, one of the most important German painters in the 20th century, was highly
recommended by Luxun, having a profound impact on Chinese prints. Kathe developed his art to
the universal humanitarian in a visual language. Kollwitzi’s works were created as fine engraving
in early period, and the late expressionism woodcut, lithography and sculpture. The Themes of his
works covers joys and sorrows of life and death, war and social status quo, and the most

unforgettable, deep maternal love, as well as twinkling moments of love and wisdom in life.

The work “Death” was created in 1910, inheriting the style of group paintings “War and Peasant”
created from 1904 to 1908. The painter used exquisite art techniques of copperplate painting to
specifically express suffering and grief of people who lost their children, fathers and mothers, and

provoked a discussion of human nature with its profound content and incomparable maternal love.
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“Yet gloomy, moving and strong forces-emphasized makes them unified and simple - very

compelling.” (Lu Xun)



